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President’s Letter
Welcome to the second issue
of our new-look newsletter,
which you have all embraced
enthusiastically for which we
thank you.

took out honours for Best Small Business of the
Year and Best Small Bar in the recent City of
Sydney’s Small Business Awards; another coup
for innovative architecture in Sydney.
A recent additon to our tour program is
the Twilight Residential Architecture Tour,
sponsored by Luxury Home Design magazine.
This latest tour will run throughout the year
and each will focus on one project where
those attending will meet the owners and
the architects, undertake a guided tour of the
house, followed by dinner with the architects at
a nearby restaurant. From the initial response,
this tour is destined to be very popular
with interest from both local and interstate
members and visitors. See more p. 5.
Sadly, last month respected Sydney architect,
Bruce Rickard passed away aged 80. Born in
Sydney in 1929, Rickard’s work can be seen all
over Sydney, where he designed more than
80 family residences and where he was still
working until two months prior his death.
Rickard is remembered by those who knew
him as a kind and gentle man, who loved to
party. His legacy lives on and continues to
inspire.

Since writing to you last, the
AAA has enjoyed a busy tour
schedule with many tours well
attended or booked out. We look forward to
continuing with a full program throughout the
year ahead.
Thanks must go to outgoing board member,
David McCrea who kindly stepped in to lead the
recent Sydney Bar Tour, which was attended by
25 members of the Colour Society.
Despite howling winds and torrential rain,
David soldiered on without even an umbrella
to protect himself and lead the enthusiastic
group around the Rocks and into the City for
what was a memorable evening.
The tour culminated at one of Sydney’s newest
watering holes, Grasshopper in - interestingly
enough - Temperence Lane! where the group
met with owner Martin O’Sullivan for a short
talk on the history of the building and the
creation of the bar followed by a glass or two
Kate St James, FDIA
of the establishment’s finest red or white.
Coincidentally, Grasshopper was designed We welcome your feedback and invite you to contact
and fitted out by architects Peckvonhartel - the us at info@architecture.org.au.
firm where David works as an architect - and
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In Profile

Sydney

Each issue we will profile one of the AAAs
volunteer tour guides. This time we are
delighted to introduce you to architect, Ben
Gerstel and his Castlecrag Walk.

Our tours for October include:

Tour leader Ben Gerstel is an architect who has
developed two tours of Castlecrag and one of
Middle Cove where he resides, that reveal each
suburb’s development from the earliest days as
well as the most interesting architecture in their
hilly streets by architects as familiar as Harry
Seidler and as little known as Hugh Buhrich.

Sydney City Architecture Walk
Saturday, October 02, 2010
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Castlecrag Walking Tour 1
Saturday, October 09, 2010
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Sydney City Architecture Walk
Saturday, October 09, 2010
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Sydney Twilight Residential
Architecture Walk
Saturday, October 09, 2010
6.30PM - 10.00 PM
Twilight Sydney City
Architecture Walk
Wednesday, October 13, 2010
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Castlecrag is a small, leafy peninsular suburb
on the lower north shore of Sydney, which was
planned by Walter Burley Griﬃn when he moved
to Sydney from Canberra.
On this walk, you will go back in time to see
a variety of domestic architecture from Griﬃn’s
time to today. You will see how the houses
integrate with the landscape, the bush and the
views and how Griﬃn designed the roads to
follow the contours.
You will traverse some of Griﬃn’s original
walking tracks which he designed for the
residents to move around the suburb without
walking on the road.
This tour is very popular with visitors from
interstate and overseas as well as locals and is
highly recommended. Don’t miss October’s
tour on Saturday 9th at 2:00 - 4:00 PM.
For bookings visit: www.architecture.org.au
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Sydney City Architecture Walk
Saturday, October 16, 2010
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Sydney City Architecture Walk
Wednesday, October 20, 2010
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Governor’s Street Walk
Saturday, October 23, 2010
2:00 PM - 3:30 PM
To view our full list of tours visit:
www.architecture.org.au
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Twilight Residential Architecture Tour
We are pleased to announce our latest tour,
the Twilight Residential Architecture Tour.
This tour will focus on one residential property
where visitors will meet the owners and the
architects, take a guided tour of the house
and join the architects for dinner at a local
restaurant.
Our first tour is on Saturday 9th October in
Balmain. Designed by Carter Williamson
the design is a new building, which sits
sympathetically behind and recessively from
the original 1860s heritage cottage. Shaun
Carter from Carter Williamson will lead the
tour and explain the design.
Join us for a relaxing Saturday evening out
to see a great piece of architecture and enjoy
meeting and talking to fellow guests and the
architects.

The tour is self-drive and includes a sumptuous
banquet dinner, including wines.
Please allow plenty of time to find street
parking if you arrive by car. Limited parking is
available in Balmain and it can take some time
to find suitable parking.
Buses are frequent from the City to Balmain or
better still, take a taxi.
Date: Saturday 9th October 2010
Address: 13 Trouton Street
Balmain, NSW
More more information and bookings:
www.eventbrite.com/event/833036635/rss
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IN PROFILE

Bruce
Rickard
1929-2010
Words by Robert Morley
Photography courtesy AAA
Members of the AAA would be saddened to
learn of the recent death of the architect and
landscape designer Bruce Rickard, at the age
of 80.
Bruce Rickard designed a number of
celebrated houses, including his Warrawee
and Wahroonga houses (1959 and 1961) and
the Curry House at Bayview (1980). He was
a leading contributor to “Sydney School”
architecture. Numerous houses designed by
Rickard are located on Sydney’s North Shore
and Northern Beaches.
In his early years he studied the bush
conservation ideas of Miles Dunphy and
developed an interest in the Australian native
landscape. Whilst studying for his Masters
degree in the USA he was able to visit many
of Frank Lloyd Wright’s buildings, an influence
he was to bring to his work upon returning
to Sydney.
Rickard worked for Sydney
Anchor between 1949 and 1953, and in 1959
established his own practice, Bruce Rickard
and Associates.
In her book Australian Architecture since
1960, Jennifer Taylor wrote “Rickard’s houses
sympathetically adapt the ideals and language of
Wright’s architecture to Australian conditions.
Notable are his use of the strong Australian
sunlight and his planning that directly relates
interior and exterior spaces in a manner quite
alien to Wright’s more contained buildings.
The result is an architecture eminently suitable
for Australia and comfortably at home on
bushland sites”.
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Design event brings unlimited potential to Brisbane
The eyes of the design world will be on
Brisbane from October 4th as global thought
leaders on social innovation and urban design
descend upon the river city for Unlimited:
Designing for the Asia Pacific.

Unlimited, an initiative of the Queensland
Government, is an international design event
that will explore the economic, social and
environmental challenges impacting on the
Asia Pacific region, identify future opportunities
and work towards medium-term outcomes.
Creative Director Ewan McEoin said the six-day
event encourages people of all ages to attend
discussions about society’s most pressing
concerns and will highlight the value of design
thinking in shaping a positive future for the
region.
“Design has never been more important in
supporting our daily lives, enriching quality
of life and creating value,” he said. “Through
talks, exhibitions, forums, master classes and
workshops, Unlimited encourages community,
government, education and the design industry
to get involved and contribute to shaping the
region through good design.”
Premier and Minister for the Arts Anna Bligh
said good design was a priority for Queensland
and her government has developed the
Queensland Design Strategy 2020 to build on
the energy of our flourishing design sector.
“The inaugural Unlimited: Designing for the
Asia Pacific is a key initiative to promote design
culture, nurture business collaborations and
showcase design excellence,” the Premier said.
Registrations are now open online to

attend keynote events* and free public
talks by international guests including social
entrepreneur Bunker Roy, innovation expert
Paul Bennett and acclaimed architect Sir Peter
Cook.
Unlimited event highlights include:
Free public talk - Real Impact with Bunker Roy:
Founder of India’s social work and research
centre, The Barefoot College, Bunker Roy
will take the audience on a journey through
a life dedicated to education, innovation and
freedom from poverty.
Food Futures with Paul Bennett, the
Managing Partner, Europe and Chief Creative
Oﬃcer of global design powerhouse IDEO. A
2-day workshop discussing the importance of
scalable and sustainable business models for
food products.
Unlimited Symposium with CJ Lim, Paul
Bennett and Mark Ingram. This unique event
for designers, and forward-thinking businesses,
presents a set of compelling viewpoints on how
creative thinking will shape a positive future
for the Asia Pacific region.
Unlimited’s showcase exhibition Make Change:
Design Thinking in Action will demonstrate
the opportunity and power of design thinking
within the Asia Pacific.
Pen Plan an interactive scaled model of
Brisbane where children can remodel the city
based on how their future Brisbane should
look.
Unlimited: Designing for the Asia Pacific will
be held in Brisbane from 4-10 October 2010. To
register, for full program details and additional
information visit www.unlimitedap.com
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BVN Associate wins NAWIC Award

Jessica McConochie (left) with NAWIC Queensland President, Nicholle Sparks.

Ms Jessica McConochie an associate at BVN
Architecture was presented with the Laing
O’Rourke award for achievement in design
at the National Association of Women in
Construction (NAWIC) Qld Chapter awards
presentation on 24 September.
According to the award judges ‘Jessica is
recognised for her outstanding achievement
as project architect and project leader on
the oHQ Development for Leightons. Jessica
successfully overcame a number of challenges
on her first large scale commercial project to
deliver an exceptional level of client service
and a 6-star green star oﬃce design.’
The NAWIC Qld Crystal Vision Awards
recognise the courage, skills and innovation
needed for women to succeed in the
construction industry in Queensland.
NAWIC Qld President Nicholle Sparkes noted
that Jessica was selected because of her
outstanding professional track record and her
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commitment to mentoring and guiding
younger members of staﬀ.
‘Jessica’s leadership style of leading by
example has established her as a respected
and sought after architect,’ said Ms Sparkes.
Ms McConochie’s outstanding contribution
to recent developments, particularly the HQ
Development in Fortitude Valley, led to David
Kelly, BVN State Director, recommending her
nomination for this prestigious award.
‘Of particular note is her ability to build and
maintain strong working relationships on every
project she engages in, that together with her
extensive design and documentation skills,
lead to exceptional levels of client service,’
said Mr Kelly.
In her award nomination, Ms McConochie
cited her interest in ‘leading by example’ that
has led her to mentoring younger female
colleagues at BVN architecture for the last
couple of years.
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The Money Box By Vincent Lam
“No, this doesn’t look like the Commonwealth
Bank money box I got as a child!” One of the
attendees to “Walk Through Time” told me
earlier this month when I mentioned that the
Commonwealth Bank Building at the corner
of Castlereagh St and Martin Place (48 Martin
Place) was featured as the bank’s money box.
Another attendee pointed out to me that
the one she had was the “exploding” money
box shown in a recent Commonwealth Bank
television advertisment.
I was a little confused because I remembered
when we researched for the building during
the development of this walk, I came across a
picture of the money box featuring the building
at 48 Martin Place. I promised them to do some
research on the two diﬀerent money boxes.
Searching on the internet, I found images of
two diﬀerent money box versions available for
sale on eBay. One featuring the building we
talked about and the other modeled on the
Commonwealth Bank Building at the corner of
Pitt Street and Martin Place (5 Martin Place).
Further research revealed the history of the
two buildings and their use as the headquarters
of the Commonwealth Bank, leading to the
use of both buildings as the money box during
diﬀerent eras.
5 Martin Place was the original Commonwealth
Bank head oﬃce. Design by John Kirkpatrick, it
was completed in 1916. This 12-storey building
was the first building to utilise a fully steel frame
structural system in Sydney. The building is no
longer the head oﬃce of the Commonwealth
Bank in Sydney and there have been various
proposals submitted to the City of Sydney to
redevelop the property in recent years.
Designed by Ross & Rowe Architects, 48 Martin
Place was finished in 1928 as the headquarters
of the Government Savings Bank. Unfortunately
this bank folded within a few years due to the
Great Depression and their operations were
absorbed into Commonwealth Bank. While
the banking chambers became a branch of
the Commonwealth Bank, the upper levels
were occupied by Commonwealth Taxation
Department until the 1980’s when

Two versions of the Commonwealth Bank money box

the Bank decided to relocate the head oﬃce
to 48 Martin Place. Money boxes featuring
their current head oﬃce were made and given
to customers after this relocation.
If you have any questions or queries about
the buildings we present during our walks,
please feel free to ask your tour leaders. If we
are unable to answer them on the spot, we
will try to find out the answer and report any
interesting results in our future newsletters.
Watch the money box advertisement:
http://www.commbank.com.au/about-us/
media-gallery/tv-ads/dollarmites.aspx
References:
htt p : / / w w w. h e r i ta ge . n s w. g o v. a u / 0 7 _
subnav_02_2.cfm?itemid=5045790
htt p : / / w w w. h e r i ta ge . n s w. g o v. a u / 0 7 _
subnav_01_2.cfm?itemid=2423842
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A new benchmark for Melbourne Architecture
How do you design a residential tower that
stands 29-storeys high within the heart of
Melbourne’s art precinct?
With a collaboration of some of Australia’s
most celebrated artists and design minds.
With Melbourne’s iconic Arts Spire and National
Gallery as its backdrop, this development team,
conscious of their sense of responsibility, knew
the project had to be something that reflected
its position and reiterated its value within the
heart of a thriving and creative space.
Surrounded by the Melbourne Recital Centre,
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, the Arts
Centre and backdrop to the National Gallery
of Victoria, Federation Square, the Australian
Centre for Contemporary Art (ACCA),
Malthouse and more, Triptych has much to live
up to.
“Our motivation has been to create a living art
work through the minds that think best on that
level,” Stable Group managing director, Danny
Flynn said.
Positioned on a sharp angular block the result
is ‘Triptych’, a scalene shaped building featuring
perhaps one of Australia’s only titled artwork
as its iconic facade by renowned Australian
artist, Robert Owen.
‘Digital Showers’ takes shape in a subtle prism
of colours cascading the buildings exterior
representing rain drops that in fact are ceiling
to floor louvered windows allowing occupants
the unique high-rise opportunity to maximise
airflow and cross ventilation throughout their
apartment.
Further taking inspiration from the DNA cells
of a leaf and representing the core essence of
life that binds people together as family, Owen’s
vision for the exterior of Triptych comprises
molecular looking patterns over-which the
‘raindrops’ cleverly glisten.
Nettleton Tribe director Jeremy Bishop said
the three-edged site provided an interesting
challenge for the design of the building.
“Working with Robert Owen allowed us to
further develop the glass façade inline with his
artistic vision which allows the building to
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Above: Triptych’s patterned facade
includes floor-to-ceiling
opening windows

make the most of its unique edges in a simple,
elegant and sleek design,” Mr Bishop said.
Responsible for the interior design, awardwinning design house Carr Design have
developed a unique vision for Triptych.
Director of Interiors Design, Daniel Stellini
said Carr allowed for the creation of home-like
spaces for each apartment, something that is
rarely achieved in apartment developments.
“Taking into account the building’s location
in the arts precinct, apartments have been
designed with style and simplicity to provide
residents with a canvas to showcase artwork,
furniture and make their apartment their own,”
Mr Stellini said.
The unique collaboration of designers
including Carr Design, comprises architects
Nettleton Tribe, Robert Owen, public spaces
designer Geyer and Jamie Durie with his expert
team from Patio, resulting in a living space that
provides unique features such as its vertical
villages and living walls.
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Each three storeys at Triptych forms a vertical
village, comprising between 10 and 27
apartments, these stylish open spaces provide
generous open air atrium with sweeping views
toward Port Phillip Bay.
“The concept has arisen from the European
idea of community living where one doorway
leads to an enclave featuring five or six
homes and becomes its own life force where
neighbours can choose to interact or enjoy the
open space,” Mr Flynn said.
All 157 Triptych apartment entranceways
feature a unique Robert Owen design gate
which continues the theme of the building’s
external façade.
Outdoor gardens in this design are the work of
Jamie Durie and his professional team at Patio.
Greenery is the key with luxurious planting
complementing zen-like spaces where it is
imagined people will relax and get away from
the hustle and bustle below them.
“Our rooftop design is an art within itself.
Creating spaces that are not only great on paper

but will thrive upon delivery is imperative to
our oﬀering at Triptych,” Mr Flynn said.
“ Jamie and his team have absorbed this and
developed a plan for a gentle passive space
where people will feel transported from a highrise situation but feel more as though they are
part of a private garden environment.”
“ Triptych a collaboration of great Australian
designers has been a unique approach to
development, all of which have each been
sympathetic to and conscious of its location –
in the heart of Melbourne’s unique arts centre
– ensuring the building and lifestyle Triptych
oﬀers, is deeply in tune with this outcome.
“ Comfort, security, privacy and a sense of
excellence is the culmination and at the top
end – this is very least one can expect.”
Triptych is set to become one of the Melbourne’s
most unique and prestigious apartment
addresses, a culmination of breathtaking
architecture and interior design, Triptych will
present the very best in luxury apartment living.
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